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CLAIMS: 
1. 



An elongate joining member for bridging a gap between a first aad at least a 
second panel, each panel having a first surface and an opposed second surface, the 
jommg member comprismg a flange member, an extension member extending from 
said flange monber and at least one retaining member connected to said extension 
member, said at least one retaining member being moveable relative to tixe extension 
member between a first configuration and a second configuration and wherein, in use 
when m the second configuration, said at least one retaining member is insertable 
tough said gap between the first and at least second panels, and wkerein when 
mserted throug^i said g^, said at least one retaining member is engageable xpsdth at least 
a portion of the second surface of each panel and said flange member is engageable 
with at least a portion of fee first surface of eadi panel such that said flarxge member 
substantially bridges the g^ between said at least first and second panels. 

2^ The joining member of claim 1 wherem the flange memb« comprises a main 
body defined on one side by a first surface for engagmg said at least a lK>ition of the 
first surface of both the first and second panels and a second opposing side that presents 
the outward ^pearance of the join. 



3. Hie joining member of claim 1 or claim 2 wherein, the flange member is 
movable from a fiistcbnfiguration to a second configuration. 

4. Ttejoining member ofclaim 3 wherein, the flange member is movable between 
25 a substantiaUy domed configuration to a substantiaUy flat configuration and wherein, in 

the second substantiaUy flat configuration, the first surfece of the flange member is 
substantially flush with the two panels. 

5. The joining member of any one of flie preceding claims wherdn Ike extension 
30 member is relatively straight and extends from a proximal end adjacent the flange 

member to a distal end. 

6. Thejoiningmemberofanyoneoftheprecedingclaimswhereinthe atleastone 
retainmg member comprises opposing first and second leg members each connected to 

35 and disposed at an angle relative to the extension member. 
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7. The joining member of claim 6 wherein the first and second leg members extend 
fiom a first end that is connected to the extension member to a second end that is free 
fix)m tiie ext^ion member. 

5 8. The joining member of claim 7 wherein the second end of tbe first leg member 
IS engageable with the second surface of the first panel and the second end of the 
second leg member is engageable with the second surfece of the second panel. 

9. The joining member of claim 8 wherein the second end of the first and second 
10 leg members include a grooved or serrated fece to engage the second surfaces of the 

panels. 

10. The joining member of any one of the preceding claims when made from a 
resiUently flexible matCTial. 

15 

11. The joining member of claim 1 wherein the retaining m<anber includes a single 
leg member connected to the extension m«mb«-. 

12. A panel assembly comprising at least two panels, each having a first surface a 
20 second opposed surface and side walls, said at least two panels arranged relative to one 

anoflier such that a sidewall of one panel and a sidewaU of a second panel define a gap 
fh^ebetweeo, said gap bridged by an elongate joining member comprising a flange 
member, an extension meniber extending from said flange member and at least one 
retammg member connected to said extension member, said at least one retaining 

25 member being moveable relative to the extension m«nb«: bc^een a first configuration 
and a second configuration to allow insertion of said retaining member throu^ said 
gap and wherein said at least one retaining member engages at least a portion of the 
second surface of each panel and said flange member engages at least a portion of the 
first surface of each panel such that said -flange member substantially biidges-tiie g^ 

30 between said at least first and second panels. 

13. A method of bridging a gap between at least two panels, each panel having a 
first surface and a second opposed surface, the method including the steps of: 

(a) providing an elongate joining member comprising a flange member, an 
35 extension member extending from said flange member and at least one retaining 
member connected to said extension member. 
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(b) aUgning said joining member with the gap between said at least two 
panels; and 

(c) applying pressure to the joining member to cause the at least one retaining 
member to move from a first configuration to a second configuration such that said 
retaining member is moveable through said gap and at least partly beyond said gap 
whereupon flie at least one retaining member moves from said second configuration to 
said first configuration and engages at least a portion of the second surface of each 
panel and vdxerdn fiBlher. flie flange member is brought into engagement with at least 
a portion of flie first surface of each panel. 



14. An elongate joining member for bridging a gap between a fibrst and at least a 
second panel, each panel having a first surface and an opposed second surface, Ibe 
jommg member comprismg a flange member and at least two extension members 
exteadmg from said flange member eadi extension member being moveable relative to 

15 eadi other between a first configuration and a second configuration and wherein, in 
use, when in their second configuration, said at least two extension members are 
msertable through said gap between the first and at least second panels, at least one of 
said extension members fiirther including at least one retainiag member such that when 
Ihe at least two extension members are inserted through said gap, said at least one 

20 retammg member is engageablewitii at least a portion of the second surface of a panel 
and said flange member is engageable with at least a portion of the first surface of each 
pand such that said flange member substantially bridges the gap between said at least 
first and second panels. 

25 15. The joining device of claim 14 wherein the two extension members comprise 
two resilieutly flexible legs. 

16. A panel assembly comprising at least two panels, each haviag a first surface, a 
second opposed surface and sidewalls, said at leasttwopanels arranged relative to one 

30 anotiier such that a sidewall of one panel and a sidewall of a second panel define a gap 
therebetween, said gap bridged by an elongate joining menaber, the joining member 
compnsmg a flange member and at least two extension meirxbers extending from said 
flange member each extension member being moveable relktive to each other between 
a first configuration and a second configuration and wherein, in use, when in their 

35 second configuration, said at least two extension members axe insertable through said 
gap between the first and at least second panels, at least one of said extension members 
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furflier including at least one retaining member such that when the at least two 
extension members are inserted through said gap, said at least one retaining member is 
engageable with at least a portion of the second surface of a panel and said flange 
member is engageable with at least a portion of flie first surface of each panel such that 
5 said flange member stibstantiaUy bridges the gap between said at least fiist and second 
panels. 

17. A method of bridgmg a gap between at least two panels, each panel having a 
first surface and a second opposed surface, the metbod including the st^s of: 

10 (a) providing an elongatejoming member comprising a flange member and at 

least two extension members extending firom said flange member, at least one extension 
member mcluding at least one retaining member; 

(b) aUgning said joining manber with the gap between said at least two 
panels; and 

15 (c) applying pressure to the joining member to cause the at least two 

extension members to move relative to each other firom a first configuration to a second 
configuration such that said at least two extension members are caused to move mto 
and throug^i said gap and wherein at least a portion of the at least one retainmg member 
IS brou^t into engagement with at least a portion of the second surface of a panel and 

20 wherem fi^th^, the flange m«nb«: is brought into engagement with at least a portion 
of tiie first surface of eadi panel. 



